
Dental Decision-Making: Shelter Animals

Does animal need to see
a veterinarian?

Were any problems
noted on the dental
section of the intake
physical exam form?

Animal needs to
see a veterinarian
for diagnosis and

treatment
recommendations

Should treatment
be pursued?

Veterinarian has diagnosed:
• Uncomplicated crown

fracture (not affecting pulp)
• Stage 1 or Stage 2

periodontal disease

Veterinarian has diagnosed:
• Periodontal disease,

Stages 3 or 4
• Fractured teeth with pulp

exposure
• Abscessed teeth
• Oral mass(es)
• TMJ luxation or any facial

trauma or fracture
• Tooth resorption (feline)
• Stomatitis (feline)
• Elongated teeth (small

mammals)
• Any other dental

condition causing pain or
negatively affecting
welfare

Treatment not
covered by BC
SPCA; ok for
adoption with

disclosure

Is animal adoptable?
Consider temperament,

other concurrent
conditions, likelihood

condition can be fixed vs
managed. Refer to

Adoptability Guidelines.

Animal
does not

need to see
veterinarian

Ask vet to
prescribe

palliative care
(ie pain meds,
soft food) until

euthanasia

Does branch have resources to provide
treatment (funds, housing or foster care,

ability to provide good welfare during
treatment)?

Proceed
with

treatment
Is transfer or

medical appeal
an option?

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No




